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Day 1: Thursday, 21st October 2021
Welcome and Opening Addresses
Allocutions de bienvenue et discours introductifs
Ms. Federica Mogherini is the Rector of the College of Europe since September 2020. She co-chairs the United
Nations High Level Panel on Internal Displacement since January 2020. From 2014 to 2019, she has served as the
High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the
European Commission. Prior to joining the EU, she was the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation (2014), and a Member of the Italian Chamber of Deputies (2008-14). In her parliamentary capacity,
she was Head of the Italian Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and Vice-President of its Political
Committee (2013-14); member of the Italian Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(2008-13); Secretary of the Defence Committee (2008-13); and member of the Foreign Affairs Committee. She
also coordinated the Inter-Parliamentary Group for Development Cooperation. Federica Mogherini is a Fellow
of the Harvard Kennedy School. She is also a member of the Board of Trustees of the International Crisis Group,
Fellow of the German Marshall Fund, member of the Group of Eminent Persons of the Preparatory Commission
for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization, member of the European Leadership Network for
Multilateral Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation, and member of the Board of Directors of the Italian
Institute for Foreign Affairs (IAI). She has a degree in Political Science from the University of Rome “La Sapienza”.
She was born in Rome in 1973, lives in Belgium and has two daughters.
Dr. Gilles Carbonnier is the Vice-President of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) (appointed
in 2018). Since 2007, Dr. Carbonnier has been a professor of development economics at the Graduate Institute
of International and Development Studies (Geneva), where he also served as director of studies and president of
the Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action. His expertise is in international cooperation,
the economic dynamics of armed conflict, and the nexus between natural resources and development. His latest
book, published by Hurst and Oxford University Press in 2016, is entitled Humanitarian Economics: War,
Disaster and the Global Aid Market. Prior to joining the Graduate Institute, Dr. Carbonnier worked with the
ICRC in Iraq, Ethiopia, El Salvador and Sri Lanka (1989–1991), and served as an economic adviser at the ICRC’s
headquarters (1999–2006). Between 1992 and 1996, he was in charge of international trade negotiations
(GATT/WTO) and development cooperation programmes for the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs.
Dr. Knut Dörmann is Head of Delegation of the ICRC Brussels delegation to the EU, NATO and the Kingdom
of Belgium since June 2020. Previously he was ICRC’s Head of the Legal Division and Chief Legal Officer
(December 2007 - May 2020), Deputy Head of the Legal Division (June 2004 - November 2007) and Legal Adviser
at the Legal Division (December 1998 - May 2004) (in charge of among others the law applicable to the conduct
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of hostility, cyber warfare, the protection of the environment, international criminal law). He holds a Doctor of
Laws (Dr. jur.) from the University of Bochum in Germany (2001). Prior to joining the ICRC, he was Managing
Editor of Humanitäres Völkerrecht - Informationsschriften (1991-1997), Research Assistant (1988-1993) and
Research Associate (1993-1997) at the Institute for International Law of Peace and Armed Conflict, University of
Bochum. Dr. Dörmann has been a member of several groups of experts working on the current challenges of
international humanitarian law. He has extensively presented and published on international humanitarian law,
international law of peace and international criminal law. He received the 2005 Certificate of Merit of the
American Society of International Law for his book ‘Elements of War Crimes under the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court’, published by Cambridge University Press.
Session One - Keynote Speeches: The Updated Commentaries and their Relevance in Practice
Première session - Conférencier.ères d’honneur : Les commentaires révisés et leur pertinence dans la pratique
Dr. Jean-Marie Henckaerts is head of the ICRC project to update the Commentaries on the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977. So far, three commentaries have been published: 1/
2016 - updated Commentary on the First Geneva Convention ; 2/ 2017 - updated Commentary on the Second
Geneva Convention; 3/ 2020 - updated Commentary on the Third Geneva Convention. Prior to this, he was the
head of the ICRC’s project on customary international humanitarian law. He holds the degrees of Doctor of
Juridical Science from The George Washington University Law School, Master of Laws from the University of
Georgia School of Law and Bachelor of Laws from the University of Brussels.
Eamon Gilmore is the European Union Special Representative for Human (since March 2019) and has also
served as EU Special Envoy for the Colombian Peace Process since October 2015. Eamon was Ireland’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade from 2011 until July 2014 in a coalition government
which succeeded in steering Ireland from an IMF bailout to become one of the fastest growing economies in the
European Union. During this time, he also led Ireland’s successful Presidency of the European Union, was
President of the EU’s General Affairs Council and was Chairperson-in-Office of the OSCE. Eamon Gilmore
oversaw and renewed Ireland’s development aid programme and developed a new Government policy to actively
engage with the 70 million members of the Irish Diaspora throughout the world. He was leader of the Irish
Labour Party from 2007 to 2014 and led the party to its best ever election results in the general and presidential
elections of 2011. He was one of the longest serving members of the Irish Parliament (Dáil Éireann), from 1989 to
2016, being elected in six successive elections to represent the constituency of Dun Laoghaire. Eamon is a former
Union leader and active advocate for social rights and a champion of the liberal agenda. He has campaigned for
women’s and LGBT+ rights, playing an active role in the legalization of contraception, divorce, abortion and
same sex marriage in Ireland. Eamon has long been a campaigner for peace. As Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade, he managed the Northern Ireland Peace Process on behalf of the Irish Government. Since his resignation
as leader of the Labour Party in 2014, Eamon has been actively involved with the EU on its external work. In 2016,
he was appointed adjunct professor at the School of Law and Government in Dublin City University. In 2017, he
was Visiting Practitioner Professor at the School of Public Policy in the Central European University, Budapest.
He has also lectured at universities, think tanks and public policy conferences throughout Europe, the UK, the
USA, Latin America, China and Africa. He has written two books; “Inside the Room” tells of his experience in
Ireland’s Crisis Government (2011 – 2014). Eamon has been honored with awards for his leading role in the
promotion of human rights. In 2015, he was named by the Washington based "Foreign Policy" Magazine as one
of the 100 leading Global Thinkers for his role in Ireland's Marriage Equality Referendum, which approved samesex marriage. In 2017, Eamon was shortlisted for the European Innovation in Politics Award for his role in the
same sex marriage campaign, and also for his idea in 2010 to establish the Constitutional Convention (later the
Citizen's Assembly), which recommended the holding of the referendum. The Government of France has made
him an Officier of the Legion d'Honneur. Colombia has honoured him with the Order of San Carlos (Gran Cruz)
for his work on the Colombian Peace Process. In his current role as EU Special Representative for Human Rights,
Eamon will act to enhance the European Union’s effectiveness, presence and visibility in protecting and
promoting human rights in the world. Eamon grew up on a small farm in Caltra, County Galway. He was
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educated at Garbally College, Ballinasloe and at the National University of Ireland, Galway, which has conferred
him with an Honorary Doctorate in Laws.
Ms. Camille Faure is, since 2017, the Deputy head of the Department of legal affairs, Ministry for the armed
forces. Before this, she was the Head of the International and European Law Division, Department of Legal
affairs, Ministry of Defense (between 2015-2017). Previously, she was Chargée de mission for the Legal adviser of
the Department of legal affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2011‐2015), the Head of the International Law
Office, Department of legal affairs, Ministry of Defense, (2008‐2011), the Deputy Head of the planning of
investment expenditures Office, Department of finance, Ministry of Defense (2007-2008), the Chargée de mission
for the Hospitalization and Care Organization Division (DHOS), Health Ministry (2002-2004), and the Hospital
deputy director, Regional University Hospital Center of Nancy (1998-2002). She studied at the Graduate of Ecole
nationale d’administration (ENA), (2005‐2007), the Graduate of Ecole nationale de la Santé publique (ENSP),
(1996-1998), the Graduate of Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Strasbourg, (1989‐1992). She also has a Master’s
Degree in health law and bioethics, Faculty of law and political sciences, Rennes, (1997).
Mr. John Swords is Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg’s chief legal adviser. He leads the multinational legal
team in the Office of Legal Affairs, which provides timely legal advice on policy issues, develops consensus
solutions for compliance with multinational legal requirements, and promotes and defends the Organization’s
legal interests in numerous internal and external venues. He also represents NATO in external legal bodies such
as the Council of Europe’s Committee of Legal Advisers and conducts regular engagements with NATO Allies,
Partners, and other international organizations as well as the general public. Prior to joining NATO, Mr. Swords
worked in the United Kingdom’s Government Legal Department for 15 years. For the last six of those years Mr.
Swords was the head of the Operational and International Humanitarian Law Division in the United Kingdom’s
Ministry of Defence. Mr. Swords was called to the bar in 2002 and is a member of Gray’s Inn.
Session Two - 1st Panel: The Common Articles: Cross-Cutting Interpretation Challenges
Deuxième session - 1er Panel : Les articles communs : questions transversales d’interprétation

Mr. Mikhail Orkin is a Legal Adviser in the Commentaries Update Unit at the International Committee of the
Red Cross. Previously, Mikhail was an operational legal adviser at the ICRC Delegation in Israel and the Occupied
Territories. Mikhail has diverse legal experience as a legal adviser, prosecutor, and trial advocate. Mikhail has a
Bachelor of Laws from University College London, an LL.M. from Tel-Aviv University and an LL.M. in
International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law from American University Washington College of Law.
Prof. Yutaka Arai-Takahashi, Professor of international human rights law, University of Kent, Brussels; visiting
professor of international law at Xi'an Jiaotong Univ, China. Yutaka did his LLB and LLM at Keio before obtaining
PhD at University of Cambridge. His main publications include: Monographs: The Margin of Appreciation
Doctrine and the Principle of Proportionality in the Jurisprudence of the ECHR (Intersentia, 2002); The Law of
Occupation - Interplay between International Humanitarian Law and International Human Rights Law (Brill,
2009); Articles: ‘”Scrupulous but Dynamic” - The Freedom of Expression and the Principle of Proportionality
under European Community Law’, (2005) 24 Yearbook of European Law 27 (OUP); ‘Unprivileged (Unlawful)
Combatants Captured on a Battlefield and the Geneva Conventions’, (2018) 48 Israel Yearbook on Human
Rights 63 (Brill); ‘Unearthing the Problematized Terrain of Prolonged Occupation’, (2019) 52 Israel Law
Review125 (CUP); ‘Thresholds in Flux – the Standard for Ascertaining the Requirement of Organization for
Armed Groups under International Humanitarian Law’, 26 Journal of Conflict and Security Law 79 (OUP));
and Book chapters: ‘Proportionality’, in: D. Shelton (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of International Human
Rights Law, (OUP 2013) 446; ‘Excessive Collateral Civilian Casualties and Military Necessity: Awkward
Crossroads in International Humanitarian Law (IHL) between State Responsibility and Individual Criminal
Liability’, in F. Baetens & C. Chinkin (eds), Sovereignty, Statehood and State Responsibility (CUP, 2015) 325.
Col Nathalie Durhin graduated in Public Law from “Sciences Po Paris” in 1992. She joined the French Air Force
in 1995, and got a specialization in International Humanitarian Law. She also obtained a master degree in
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International Relations and Military Strategy from the Universities of Milan and Rome (2010). She was Legal
Advisor (LEGAD) for the Balkans region at NATO JFC Naples (2001-2002), and Chief Admin of Nancy Air Base
(2006-2009). She headed the LOAC bureau within the Department of legal affairs at the French Ministry of
defense (2010-2013), then the Operational Law section at the French Joint Staff (2013-2016). She was also LEGAD
of the Inspector-General for the French Air Force (2017-2019). She has been deployed as LEGAD in Kosovo and
Bosnia, two times in Afghanistan, at Naples CJTF for Operation Unified Protector (Libya), and for the French
operations Serval and Barkhane in Mali and Chad. In 2016, she has been assigned in New York, as a military
expert within the team of the Special Coordinator on improving UN response to sexual exploitation and abuse
(SEA). Since September 2019, she is the Operational Law Branch Head within SHAPE Office of Legal Affairs
(NATO – Belgium).
Session Three – 2nd Panel: The Third Convention: Protecting Prisoners of Today’s Wars
Troisième Session – 2ème Panel : La Troisième Convention : protéger les prisonniers de guerres contemporaines

Dr. Elzbieta Mikos-Skuza is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of Warsaw, Poland and a visiting
professor at the College of Europe in Natolin. Her fields of specialization include public international law,
international humanitarian law and peaceful resolution of international disputes. She is the Director of Master
Studies on Humanitarian Action (joint studies organized by the consortium of European universities called
NOHA – Network on Humanitarian Action) and Postgraduate Studies on Humanitarian Assistance at the
University of Warsaw. For many years she has been volunteering with the Polish Red Cross, including the
function of PRC’s vice-president. She is also vice-president of the International Humanitarian Fact-Finding
Commission established under Protocol Additional I of 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 1949.
Dr Cordula Droege is the chief legal officer and head of the legal division of the ICRC, where she leads the
ICRC’s efforts to uphold, implement and develop international humanitarian law. She joined the ICRC in 2005
and has held a number of positions in the field and at headquarter, including as head of the legal advisers to
operations, and most recently as chief of staff to the President of the ICRC. She has some twenty years of
experience in the field of international law, and in her earlier career worked for the International Commission
of Jurists, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Max Planck Institute for International Law. She
holds a law degree and a phD from the University of Heidelberg and an LL.M from the London School of
Economics.
Prof. Marco Sassòli is professor of international law at the Faculty of Law of the University of Geneva,
Switzerland. From 2001-2003, he has been professor of international law at the Université du Québec à Montreal,
Canada, where he remains associate professor. He is commissioner of the International Commission of Jurists
(ICJ). Marco Sassòli has worked from 1985-1997 for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) at the
headquarters, inter alia as deputy head of its legal division, and in the field, inter alia as head of the ICRC
delegations in Jordan and Syria and as protection coordinator for the former Yugoslavia. He also chaired from
2004-2013 the board of Geneva Call, an NGO engaging non-State armed actors to respect humanitarian rules.
From 2018-2020 he has been director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human
Rights. Marco Sassòli has published widely on international humanitarian law, human rights law, international
criminal law, the sources of international law, and the responsibility of states and non-state actors.
Prof. Camilla Guldahl Cooper is Associate Professor in operational law at the Norwegian Defence University
College / Command and Staff College, where she has been employed since 2008. She has a bachelor (LLB) in Law
and Sociology from Cardiff University, masters (LLM) in Public International Law from the University of
Nottingham, and doctorate (PhD) in Operational Law from the University of Oslo, including a period as a visiting
scholar at the Stockton Center for International Law (US Naval War College). In her PhD-project, which was
completed in 2018, Cooper focused on NATO Rules of Engagement, the law of armed conflict and personal selfdefence. Cooper has written and updated the Norwegian Manual of the Law of Armed Conflict, and is responsible
for the topics the law of armed conflict and NATO for the Great Norwegian Encyclopedia.
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Day 2: Friday, 22nd October 2021
Session Four – 3rd Panel: Fourth Convention Commentaries, Part I: IHL-IHRL, between
Complementarity and Interplay
Quatrième session – 3ème Panel : Commentaires de la Convention IV, Partie I : DIH et DIDH, entre complémentarité
et interaction
Dr. Kubo Mačák is a Legal Adviser in the ICRC’s Legal Division, assigned jointly to the Commentaries Unit and
the Arms and Conduct of Hostilities Unit. Prior to joining the ICRC in October 2019, he worked as an Associate
Professor at the University of Exeter in the UK. In that position, Kubo taught and researched in the areas of
public international law, international humanitarian law, and international cyber law. He is the author of the
book Internationalized Armed Conflicts in International Law (OUP 2018) and of multiple articles in peer-reviewed
journals including the International Review of the Red Cross, the Journal of Conflict and Security Law, and the
Cambridge International Law Journal. Kubo is also the General Editor of the Cyber Law Toolkit, an interactive
online resource on the international law of cyber operations. He holds a doctorate in international law from the
University of Oxford (Somerville College), an undergraduate degree in law from Charles University in Prague,
and the Diploma of the Hague Academy of International Law.
Prof. Vaios Koutroulis is professor of International Law at the Université Libre de Bruxelles since 2013. He
studied law at the University of Athens and the Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB). He received his PhD in 2011
for a thesis on the relations between jus contra bellum and jus in bello, currently under publication from Bruylant
editions (Brussels). Vaios teaches at the Université Libre de Bruxelles, the Catholic University of Lille and the
Royal Belgian Military School. His courses include law of armed conflict, international criminal law, law of
international responsibility, and public international law. He was also an adviser to the Counsel and Advocate
of Belgium in the case concerning Questions relating to the Obligation to Prosecute or Extradite (Belgium v.
Senegal) before the International Court of Justice. His publications focus mainly on jus in bello and jus contra
bellum and include a monograph on belligerent occupation published by Pedone editions (Paris).
Prof. Françoise Hampson is an Emeritus Professor of Law at the University of Essex. She has acted as a
consultant on humanitarian law to the International Committee of the Red Cross and regularly teaches on the
courses at the International Institute of Humanitarian Law, San Remo. From 1998 to 2007, she was an
independent expert member of the UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.
Professor Hampson has successfully litigated many cases before the European Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg and, in recognition of her contribution to the representation of Kurdish applicants, was awarded
Human Rights Lawyer of the Year in 1998 jointly with her colleague from the Human Rights Centre, Professor
Kevin Boyle. More recently, together with her colleague Professor Noam Lubell, she has submitted third party
interventions to the European Court of Human Rights on the relationship between Law of Armed Conflicts and
the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in the cases of Hassan v. UK and Georgia v. Russia (No.2).
From 2016 to 2021, she was a member of the UN Commission of Inquiry on Burundi. She has taught,
researched and published widely in the fields of armed conflict, International Humanitarian Law and on the
ECHR.
Dr Mirco Anderegg is the Deputy Head of the Law of Armed Conflict section at the Swiss Armed Forces Staff,
advising the Armed Forces on matters of international law since 2017. This section is also in charge of training
in international operational law in the Armed Forces and the legal review of weapons, means and methods of
warfare. Prior to joining the Armed Forces, Mirco graduated from the University of Fribourg and qualified as an
attorney in St.Gallen. He holds the rank of Major and was deployed to the UN mission in Mali (MINUSMA) as a
legal adviser in 2020. Mirco is a Co-president of the Swiss group in the International Society of Military Law and
the Law of War.
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Session Five – 4th Panel: Selected Topics
Cinquième session – 4ème Panel : Commentaires de la Convention IV, Partie II : sélection de thèmes

Prof. Gloria Gaggioli, is the Director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human
Rights and an Associate Professor at the Law Faculty of the University of Geneva. She is also member of the
board of Geneva Call and of the International Review of the Red Cross. She has researched and taught in several
Universities in Denmark, France, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States and published in various fields of
public international law. She is currently leading a research project funded by the SNSF on ‘Preventing and
Combating Terrorism and Violent Extremism: Towards a Legal-Empirical Approach’. Her work has focused
notably on issues related to the interplay between international humanitarian law and international human
rights law, the right to life and the use of force, including the conduct of hostilities, law enforcement and selfdefence. Prior to joining the University of Geneva, she served as Legal Adviser in the legal division of the
International Committee of the Red Cross.
Mme. Odile Vandenbossche, is a PhD candidate working on the protection of persons in international
humanitarian law through the prism of nationality. She is a member of the Belgian Network of Junior Researchers
in International Law. She previously worked as a teaching assistant in Nationality Law at the ‘Université de Liège’
(Belgium). She also worked as a legal assistant to the Senior Delegate to NATO and the armed forces in Europe
at the ICRC Delegation in Brussels and as a legal attaché to the legal division of the ICRC in Geneva. She holds a
Master of Laws from the ‘Université de Liège’ (Belgium) and accomplished part of her bachelor and master
degrees at the ‘Universiteit Maastricht’ (The Netherlands). She also holds an LL.M. in International Human
Rights and International Humanitarian Law from the University of Essex (United-Kingdom).
Col Christian De Cock obtained Master degrees in the fields of Aeronautical and Military Sciences, Law,
Political Sciences, Public Management, and Security and Defense. Having graduated from the Belgian Royal
Military School in 1990, Colonel (GS) De Cock served in the Belgian air force as Platoon and Company
Commander for the Force Protection Units (1990-1996). After two years of being a Military Instructor (19961998), he taught at the Law Department of the Belgian Royal Military School for five years (1998-2003). He
became Legal Advisor from 2004 to 2007, prior to which he joined a course at the Royal Defense College and
after which he participated in an Advanced Staff and Command Course at the National Defense College in the
Netherlands. In 2008, he took up the position as the Head of the International Law Section of the Legal
Department of the Belgian armed forces. From April 2012 till June 2015, he served as the Head of the Operational
Law Section, after which he became the Chief of Staff of the Legal Department from July 2015 till July 2016. He
held the position as Special Advisor to the Director-General of the Legal Department of the Belgian Armed
Forces, after which he became Associate Professor of Law at the Royal Military Academy in January 2017 in the
fields of international criminal law, the law of armed conflict and disarmament law. In September 2017, he took
up the position as the legal advisor to the Director of the EU Military Planning and Conduct Capability (MPCC).
Colonel (GS) De Cock has participated in several operational deployments as legal advisor in Afghanistan (2004,
2006, 2008, 2009, and 2010), during Counter-piracy and Counter-narcotics operations with the Navy, during
operation Unified Protector (2011), and operation Inherent Resolve (2014). He is also a member of the visiting
teaching staff at the International Institute of Humanitarian Law in San Remo (Course Director of the French
Military LOAC Course), member of the visiting teaching staff at the NATO School (Operational Law Course),
and guest lecturer at the universities of Ghent, Liège and Tilburg. Colonel (GS) De Cock was rewarded twice the
Certificate of Merit by the Military Lieber Society (2008 and 2012).
Prof. Heike Krieger holds the Chair for International and Public Law at the Freie Universität Berlin. She is Max
Planck Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law, Heidelberg and
Co-Chair of the Berlin-Potsdam Research Group (KFG) “The International Rule of Law – Rise or Decline?”. She
has, inter alia, taught at the Universities of Göttingen, Nottingham,and the Centre for Transnational Legal
Studies, London. Between 2007 and 2014 she acted as a judge of the Constitutional Court of the State of Berlin.
Heike Krieger is Editor-in-Chief of the Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law (T.M.C. Asser Press and
Springer) and member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Conflict and Security Law (OUP). Her recent
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publications include the edited volumes “Law-making and Legitimacy in International Humanitarian Law” (EEP
2021) and “The Legal Pluriverse Surrounding Multinational Military Operations” (OUP 2020, ed. with R. Geiß).
Mr. Michael W. Meier currently serves as the senior civilian adviser to the Army Judge Advocate General on
matters related to the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC). He advises on legal and policy issues involving LOAC,
reviews proposed new weapons and weapons systems, serves as a member of the DoD Law of War Working
Group, and provides assistance on detainee and Enemy Prisoner of War affairs. Mr. Meier is also an adjunct
professor of law at Georgetown University Law Center where he teaches courses on LOAC and is a lecturer at
the NATO School in Oberammergau, Germany. Mr. Meier previously served as an Attorney-Adviser with the
Office of the Legal Adviser for Political-Military Affairs, U.S. Department of State, from June 2009 until June
2016. Mr. Meier served almost 23 years as an Army Judge Advocate from 1986 until his retirement as a Colonel in
August 2009. Mr. Meier earned a B.B.A. degree from Midwestern State University, a J.D. degree from the St.
Mary’s University, a LL.M. from Georgetown University, a LL.M. in Military Law from The Judge Advocate
General’s School, and a M.S. in Strategic Studies from the United States Army War College.
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